Ted Wendling is originally from Detroit. He graduated with honors from the University of Michigan, where he obtained a B.A. in English literature. Before joining the Inspector General’s Office in March 2007, Wendling was a reporter in Ohio for 28 years. From 1979 to 1985, he worked for the Columbus Dispatch as a general assignment, federal courts and investigative reporter. Between 1985 and 2006, he worked for the Plain Dealer in Cleveland and was a member of the paper’s investigative team for 10 years before returning to Columbus in 2000 to join the Plain Dealer’s Statehouse bureau. He was the bureau’s investigative reporter and later served as Statehouse bureau chief before retiring from the paper in December 2006.

During his reporting career, Wendling won numerous state and national awards for investigative reporting, including the Investigative Reporters & Editors Gold Medal, the national Sigma Delta Chi Award and the Heywood Broun Award. He also was a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize in 1993.

Wendling was hired by the Inspector General’s Office as a contract investigator in March 2007. In July 2007, he was hired as a full-time deputy inspector general and assigned to the Ohio Department of Transportation.

