OHIO INVESTIGATORS ASSOCIATION

An Ohio Unincorporated Association

Founded April 1992

BYLAWS


Article 1:
Name/Location/Purpose- The name of the organization shall be the Ohio Investigators Association. The mailing address of the Association shall be: Ohio Investigators Association, 77 South High Street Columbus, Ohio 43215. The purpose of the organization shall be to encourage cooperation and professionalism amongst its members and their agencies, to provide education and increase the knowledge of its members, to represent the interests of its members to the public and state government, and to encourage the highest level of professionalism, public service and dedication to good government amongst its members. The Association shall operate as an unincorporated association governed by Ohio Law and these Bylaws, unless or until its members decide to incorporate. The Association shall operate on a not for profit basis. Officers and members active in the affairs of the organization may be reimbursed fro approved and actual expenses incurred when conducting business of the organization, but no compensation shall be paid to officers or members for such services.

Article 2:
Membership- The members of the Association shall be persons who have paid their annual dues of $20.00, by March 31st of the calendar year.  Members who renew or join the Association after March 31st will not be listed in the annual Membership Directory. New Members may join anytime at a prorated $5 per quarter. The membership of the Association shall consist of four classes of membership: Regular, Affiliate, Honorary and Student Apprentice. The Membership may vote a distinguished person an honorary member by a 2/3-majority vote of the members in attendance at a regular meeting. Any member of the Association may be removed from the Association by a 2/3-majority vote of the Membership at a regular or special meeting of the Association. A Member so affected is entitled to a short statement outlining the reason for removal by the member presenting the resolution at least two (2) days in advance of the meeting, may submit a brief statement on his/her own behalf to be presented to those attending the meeting, and may request consideration of the matter be tabled not later than the next regular meeting.

1. Regular Members: Regular members of the Association are those members who are regularly employed by the State of Ohio in any agency, department, board or commission serving in an investigative classification, such as, but not limited to: law, law enforcement, regulatory compliance or investigations.

a. Application: All applicants for regular membership must complete a membership application and pay the required $20.00 dues. The Secretary, or other elected officer, shall ascertain his/her qualifications for membership into the Association and shall report the same to the Membership by accepting his/her application for membership.

2. Affiliate Members: Affiliate members of the Association are those members who are regularly employed by the federal government, an Ohio county/city/township/village who serve in law, law enforcement, regulatory compliance or investigations. Members from outside government may be admitted where they are employed by a bona-fide organization in the field of investigation, such as insurance investigators, private investigators or professors of criminal justice or law.

a. Application: All applicants for affiliate membership must complete a membership application and pay the required $20.00 dues. The applicant must have a sponsor who is a Regular member and the Officers of the Association must approve the applicant. Any applicant who is refused membership by the Officers is entitled to have his/her application voted on at the next regular or special meeting of the Association. A majority vote is required to admit an Affiliate member. 

3. Honorary Members: Honorary members of the association are those former or non-members who have been determined by the Membership to be eligible for such distinction. Qualifications may include, but are not limited to, having been a Regular or Affiliate members for five (5) years or longer, are not eligible for Regular or Affiliate membership and/or who have demonstrated dedication and service to the Association and/or distinguished service to the field of investigations. Honorary Members will be exempt from paying yearly dues.
a. Application: All applicants for Honorary membership must be presented to the Membership by the Officers and must be nominated by a Regular member for such an honor. Being distinguished as an Honorary member requires a 2/3 majority vote of the Membership in attendance at a regular meeting. 

4. Student Apprentice Members: are those members who are enrolled in an accredited college or university or other training or certification program that relates to investigation, such as, but not limited to: criminal justice, criminology, forensics, private investigation, law, law enforcement, regulatory compliance, inspection or investigations.

a. Application: All applicants for Student Apprentice membership must complete a membership application attesting to not having any criminal convictions and shall pay the required $20.00 dues. The Secretary, or other elected officer, shall ascertain his/her qualifications for membership into the Association and shall report the same to the Membership by accepting his/her application for membership.

Article 3:
Meetings- Regular meetings shall be held at least quarterly as scheduled by the Officers and/or Members at the previous meeting, and one shall be an annual meeting for the purpose of Membership promotion, appreciation and election of the next year’s Officers. The officers have the discretion to set the date and times of regular meetings. Special meetings shall be called and announced to the Membership at least five (5) days prior to the meeting date by any of the Officers or by five (5) Members who request such a meeting in writing addressed to the Secretary, outlining the specific reason(s) for the meeting.


a. Quorum: For purposes of voting, a 2/3-majority vote of the membership in attendance shall constitute a quorum.

Article 4:
Officers- The Officers of the Association shall be nominated for each office by any member in open meeting or by submission to the Secretary during the last quarter of the calendar year. The election shall take place at the last meeting of a calendar year, with the officers to take office at the first meeting of the next calendar year. Each officer shall hold office until his/her successor is duly elected and qualified. No person shall hold two offices at the same time. No person shall hold the same office for more than two (2) terms in a row. No person is eligible to be an officer unless he/she is current on dues and has been a member for more than one (1) year at the time of nomination. In the event that an officer cannot serve his/her yearly term said officer shall notify the President in writing, or the next ranking officer if the President is the officer unable to serve, of the need to discontinue serving the elected position. The President, or the next ranking officer if the President is the officer unable to serve, will then appoint a Member to fill the open position. The appointed Member will serve the remainder of the original term and can run for re-election but will only be able to serve one (1) additional term in the same office. Student Apprentice Members may not hold an elected office but may serve as committee Chairs and/or committee members. Officers will be compensated with a free lunch for each regularly scheduled meeting, not including the annual banquet. Officers are also eligible for reimbursement of expenses if the purchase is directly related to OIA business and receipts are given to the treasurer for said purchase.

The officers of the Association shall consist of the following:

A. President: The president shall have general responsibility for day-to-day operation of the Association. This includes, but is not limited to, serving as a spokesperson for the Association, appointing any necessary committees and chairpersons, and presenting a general report to the Membership at each meeting. 

B. Vice President: The Vice President shall be the second in command of the Association, shall serve as President in his/her absence, shall chair any necessary committees, and perform any other tasks not inconsistent with the Bylaws. 

C. Secretary: The Secretary of the Association shall be custodian of the Association’s membership and other records, shall prepare and mail or email meeting and other announcements to the members and shall take minutes of each meeting. 

D. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall keep and account for all of the Association’s monies, shall maintain the financial records of the Association and shall present a report to the Members at each regular meeting of the Association.
Article 5:
Powers/Duties/Limitations- Any Member of the Association may inspect any of the Associations records, books, accounts, or papers at any reasonable time. No monies shall be disbursed from any Association account without the concurrence or signatures of two (2) other officers. All monies expended shall be accounted for to the Membership. The Officers are authorized to operate a bank account and expend monies from said account for the benefit of the Association. 

Article 6:
Parliamentary Authority- The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Association in all cases to which they are applicable and which they are not inconsistent with the Bylaws or any special rules of order the Association may adopt.

Article 7:
Amendment of Bylaws- The Bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting with a 2/3-majority vote of the membership in attendance, provided that the amendment(s) were submitted in writing at the previous meeting. Changes to the bylaws or the proposed amendments to the bylaws offered during the consideration of the amendments submitted at the previous meeting shall not require postponing consideration of the original amendments or amendments thereto until a subsequent meeting, unless the provision proposed for amendment was not proposed for amendment in writing at the meeting originating the process. 
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